
 
Your tree may be put away and your favorite Christmas 
tunes are probably on hold until next December, but 
that doesn’t mean we all can’t do our part to make the 
White Christmas feeling last all winter long. 
     You may not still be dreaming of a White Christmas 
now that January has rolled around, but I’m also pretty 
sure you’re not dreaming of previously pristine white 
snow-covered fields covered with swaths of manure 
either. It’s important take steps before the snow flies 
and the ground freezes to prevent applying manure to 
frozen or snow-covered ground. 
     And while Ashland SWCD never recommends 
applying manure to frozen or snow-covered ground, we 
know that sometimes “stuff” happens and emergency 
application may be necessary to prevent storage 
overflow. If that happens, remember to only spread 
enough manure to prevent manure overflow until soil 
conditions improve. 

Follow the guidelines below, but 
understand that even by following  
them, you are still ultimately 
responsible if manure from your 
application enters waters of 
the state (ditches, creeks, 
streams, rivers, etc.). 
And remember to keep 
ALL manure 
application 
records for 5 
years! 
     All producers 
should have their 
soil tested every 3 years (our office 
offers soil testing) and test their manure for 
nutrient levels before application (we offer those, too!). 
For questions on soil and manure testing, contact 
Outreach Specialist Ruth McCrea, and for questions 
on manure applications, contact Conservation 
Specialist Katie Eikleberry at 419-281-7645.  
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WHAT'S COMING UP 
Ashland SWCD Office Closed:  

January 1: New Year’s Day 
January 15: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
February 19: President’s Day 

Board Meetings  (SWCD office at 9 a.m.) 
January 17, February 21, and March 20 

Conservation Chats:. 
January 27: Livestock Predator Management (10 a.m.) 
February 8: Outstanding in the Field (9 a.m.) 
March 21: We’re Rooting for You (6 p.m.) 
April 11: Talk Dirt To Me (6 p.m.) 

Spring Fish Stocking Sale: 
          Order deadline: April 1; Pickup April 9  

Tree Seedling Sale: 
          Order deadline: March 8 ; Pickup April  19-20 

Make that White Christmas Feeling Last This Year 

Manure must be injected or immediately incorporated 
& cannot exceed 5,000 gallons/acre. 
Land must have at least 90% surface residue; that most 
likely means cover crop ground or forage fields. 
Apply to least risky fields with the least slope. Fields 
with over a 6% slope (that’s a lot of Ashland County!) 
must be applied in alternating 60-200 feet strips on 
the contour. 
Manure cannot be applied on more than 20 
contiguous acres. 
Application must be setback to a minimum of 200 feet 
from all surface water & 300 feet from all wells, 
springs and drinking water. 
Application rates cannot exceed those specified in 
Table 3, page 16 of the NRCS Conservation Standard 
Code 590, Nutrient Management.



Thank you 2023 Affiliate Members! 

Platinum Level 

Ashland County Park District

Centerra Cooperative


Donley Ford of Ashland

Gerwig's White Barn


Grandpa's Cheesebarn & Sweeties 
Chocolates


Loudonville Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Aerie 2275


Neil Kadey Insurance Agency

Mohican Appliance


Pheasants Forever Chapter 442

Rooks Brothers


Shakley Mechanical

Simonson Construction

Sugargrove Tree Farm


Gold Level 
Hado Bar Farm


Silver Level 
Mark Haynes Construction


Bronze Level 
Paullin Seal Coating

Spreng-Smith Agency 
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Meet the Staff:  

Joe Christner

Staff Member Since: January 2022 

Joe doesn’t quite know how to take it easy. 
After retiring from Holmes SWCD as their 

water quality technician in 2021. Joe joined 
our Ashland SWCD team part time as our 

Mohican River Watershed Program Assistant in 
January of 2022. 

Joe manages our Muskingum Watershed 
Conservancy District cost-share programs, 

including livestock exclusion fencing, cover 
crops and log jam removal projects. 

Joe lives in Ragersville with his wife Nina and 
enjoys spending time as Papa with his 

daughters and grandchildren (who are not 
spoiled by him at all he reports). 

 Favorite Quote 
“I am convinced that life is 10% what happens 

to me and 90% how I react to it. We are in 
charge of our attitudes.” 

—Chuck Swindoll 

Ashland SWCD Board:
Valerie Hall, Steve Hughes, 

Justin Ringler, Sco 
Stocals, & Karen Welch
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See what Conservation Chats are in store for 2024! 
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Area FFA members planned plenty of hands-on fun for our Not 
So Spooky Forest Conservation Chat at the Hazel Willis Woods 

in October!

Ohio Department of Agriculture Engineer Keith 
Libben (an Ashland County native!) talked about 
pond construction best management practices at 
our September Dam It! Conservation Chat.

Ashland SWCD Director Jane Houin shows participants how 
to gather watershed and water flow data for their 

properties using StreamStats at our November 
Conservation Chat: There’s a Map for that!
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West Holmes FFA’s Ag Issues team spoke about Precision Conservation at our March chat. They placed 4th in the state!
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